by Ray Wilson

8 t caused considerable pain at
&.Smith College. In the past
year that venerable neighboring
institution suddenly found itself
in a slew of national' magazine
-and newspaper articles, and only
In a Playboy pictorial wzs the ex-
posure even intended as flatter-
ing. A Wall Street Joirnsi editorial
labeled Smith as "a hub of politi-
cal correctness". "PC", as it has
come to be known, was the topic
in all but the bunny book, and
does not refer to the state of
“being correct, but rather to a state
of deluded arrogance. "PC-ers”,
a.k.a the "PC-police" are those
who enforce their view of "correct-
ness” on others, not through per-
suasion, but through intimida-
tion, censorship of alternative
ideas, and downright lies.

I share Smith’s agony, for the
anti-PC movement is personally
painful, exposing excesses of the
political left--my philosophical
home as a long time liberal who
even gave one of his kids the mid-
dle name, "Kennedy". I am too
committed to the principles of
liberalism--freedom, diversity,
progress, tolerance--to back-off
| from the label I've cherished just
| because it is now the "L-word." I
am also too committed to the
| principle of truth to delude my-
selfinto believing the anti-PC-ers
| are wrong. '

In the ’50s, we called the ortho-
| doxy enforcers, "witch-hunters”;
 they were right-wing, wrecking
| careers and lives, straightjacket-
| ing the exchange of ideas with
| labels like "unamerican" and
- "commie”, and spreading the lie
| of foreign agents behind every
' bush. Today, the enforcers are
' on the left with a.new name -- |
| "PC-police™-- and their major
| weapon-labels are "racist", "sex-
| 1st”, "homophobic”, "eurocentric”,
| and "classist". In scores of docu-

mented cases, such labels were
used to persecute people who are
as anti-racist, anti-sexist, etc., as

any PC-er, but who dared to ques- ]

tion some element of PC dogma
Oor, worse, uncover data which did

not support some PC-declared
truth.

- The dirty-word applied to those

who challenge PC itself along

with all of the above, is "conserva-
tive”. Anyone who opposed the
House Unamerican Activities
Committee was a commie: ‘and
anyone who opposes PC is a "con-
servative”. To be sure, conserva-
tive opportunists happily use PC

8 1y uring the Gulf War, the Am-

2 herstarez and the University

became internationally known for
anti-war sentiment {my son doing
volunteer work 1n 4frica read about
it). Collegran and Voice articies, edi-
torials, op-ed columns, and letters,
reflected almost exclusively anti-
war positions. |

L

ACollegian editorial (February14)
explained that the admitted one-
sidedness merely reflected every
indication the paper had of general

— student opinion. While the edito-

rial was heading to print, a scien-
tific survey was establishing that

in their liberal-bashing, taking the 84% of students supported the war, and

advantage handed them by PC-ers
who wear the "liberal” label without
undﬁrsmnﬁmg the word. Those
opposing PC include life-long lib-

- €rais-- pro-social program, left-

wing democrats. We oppose PC for
the same reasons that decent COn-
servatives disavow the Ku Klux

Kilan: it 1s momﬂy wrong and an

intellectua! embarrassment!

PC 1s reai-life present-day oppres-

| sion; the anti-PC movement is a

tiberal rejection of mob mentality.
We had become a well-intentioned

;
:

{

only 7% opposed it! Virtually every-
body here believed anti-war senti-
ment was tn the majority. Those
really in the majority thought they
were in the minority for, on today’s
campus, those who think they're in
the minority keep their mouths shut!

To be sure, the majority did hold
to their own opinions, despite the
propaganda, because the war issue
was clear cut in most eyes, against
an obvious evil. Still, no one ques-
tioned the most insane claims of
the anti.war fringe (like carpet

lynch-mob, fifties right-wing style, bombing of Jordanians and Pales-
~ tinians), or raised an eyebrow when

guilty of the very sins we condemn,
as in the case of the now-famous
"-ism" list that put Smith on the

hotseat. That list of defini-tions,

published by a Smith administra-

‘tive office, included "racism”, "sex-
1Ism”, and "classism" among several

!

other PC-banned "-isms."

These
three definitions were structured to
be practically applicable, respec-
tively, only to whites, males, or
upper-class members; and that
makes the list itself racist, sexist,
and classist by any unbiased defini-
tion of the rerms.

_a front-page Collegian photo of less

than 500 antiwar protestors was

~ captioned as "over one thousand".

Where PC reigns, questions are not
asked; and questions, as well as
challenges to standing opinion, are

the heart of both education and the
ideals ofliberalism! When it comes
to 1ssues less clear than armed war-
fare against maniacal evil, "correct”
1s something that is dictated, not
discovered, and in the absence of
alternatives, it is believed. Educa-
tion gives way to indoctrination.
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As a UMass grad student today, - _ -
who was an undergraduate here in One _BOSF_OH JOUT_ﬂallSt defender
both the early and late ’60s, I offer of PC implied that it was at, worst, |
a unique then-and-now perspec- un.derstapdable excess in the pur-
tive. At first glance, there appears suit of virtue. The idea echoes
to be a lot more diversity today-- “hm'COTESETVUVe- Barry
but it is all on the surface, in skin ’a_ Goldlwate? 5 1964 defense of “ex-
tone and international accent. Of tremism in the cause of liberty”.
course, multiculturalism does add ‘Thereis Hogﬁmg VIrtuous about ﬂ‘_iﬁ
to the inteliectual diversity. of the extremes of intamidation, untruth,
University; thank goodness, for it is and thought-control. Among lib-
at least being imported where it is erais, PC Isan aberration; it is illibe-
certainly not cultivated. - ral and invites the conservative

charge of fascism. There is no such
thing as liberal fascism, for liber-
alism is its philosophical antithesis.
Left-wing fascisin, on the other
hand, is anocther critter, for on the
left, hiding among the liberals, are
the PC-ers. L-word or not, I never
lost pride in being a liberal; liberals
didn’t make "liberal" a dirty-word;
PC-ers did, and they ain’t liberal.

It there i1s anywhere near the in-
tellectual diversity of the ’60s, it is
not reflected in open discussion
among students, in the campus
media, or in the so-called represen-
tative bodies. Activists control

those things and the PC atmo-
sphere gives license to use them to
promote personal advocacies.
Thus, while students privately sup-
ported the war and their country,
the student media, government,
and labor unions publicly de-
nounced both, and i the students’
name! (And some wonder why the
rest of the state doesn’t rush to de-
tend higher education against bud-
get cuts). Standing up to the PC
cops, 1s a losing proposition for
most. Some do, of course, but those
not driven into silence by PC epi-
thets respond in kind, spawning
hate rallies between the polarized
extremes. Polarization dissuades
rather than encourages discussion
even among sensible people; so the
most innocent questioning of "con-
ventional wisdom" is simply dis-
missed (Ironically, within their own
power domain, PC-ers eXpose
themselves as instinctively conser-
vative). In today’s politically cor-
rect University, intellectual diver-
sity 1s subtracted from, never added
to, its final product.
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